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The Illinois Library Association 
held it’s 24th annual meeting in 
Springfield, October 12-14. The Le- 
land Hotel was headquarters and all 
of the meetings were held in the sun 
parlor or the ball room of the hotel. 
There was an unusually good attend- 
ance. One hundred and fifty regis- 
tering and a number present who 
probably did not register. The ex- 
ecutive board held a meeting at 2:00 
P. M. Tuesday; Miss Helen A. Bag- 
ley, Miss Anna May Price, Miss 
Katherine Abbott, Mr. S. P. Prowse 
and Miss Josie B. Houchens were 
present. The usual routine business 
was discussed, bills were ordered paid 
and a number of committees were ap- 
pointed. The meeting adjourned at 
2:30. 

The first session of the I. L. A. met 
Tuesday afternoon. The president, 
Miss Helen A. Bagley opened the 
meeting promptly at 3:00 P. M. The 
report of the secretary was read. 
Aside from the usual routine of cor- 
respondence and sending out the of- 
ficial notices of the meeting, there was 
nothing of special interest in this re- 
port. The treasurer reported a bal- 
ance on hand October 9th of $279.67. 
Receipts for 1919-20 were $240.10. 
Disbursements were $263.22, showing 
a deficit for the year of $23.12. Ow- 
ing to the fact that there was $302.79 
balance in the treasury from previous 
years this was taken care of. A 
membership of two-hundred and fifty 
three was reported. These reports 
were accepted. 

Miss Anna May Price, in giving a 
report on the State Library Extension 
Commission laid special stress on the 
success of the district meetings, which 
had been held during the year. These 
meetings had been tried before, but 
this year were planned on a larger 
and better scale. There were fifteen 
meetings, at each of which some mem- 
ber of the Executive board, The IIli- 
nois Library Association and the Sec- 
retary of the Library Commission 
were present. One hundred and 
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ILLINOIS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION—1920 CONFERENCE. 






eighty two Librarians, and Trustees 
representing one hundred and fifty 
two libraries took part in these meet- 
ings. 

The commission reported the estab- 
lishment of six new libraries. War- 
ren County Library is the first county 
library to be established under the 
new law. All of the new libraries 
voted the maximum tax. Owing to 
the slowness of the state public prin- 
ter, the statistics of libraries for 1919 
was not yet available. 

Mr. Windsor next gave the report 
of the A. L. A. conference delegate. 
He called attention to three interest- 
ing features of the meetings. First; 
the general under-current of feeling 
on the enlarged program, and espec- 
ially on the campaign for funds. 
This feeling was as often hostile as 
not and the whole spirit of the meet- 
ing was dominated by the question of 
how to launch this campaign. Sec- 
ond; there was a good deal of dis- 
cussion in regard to the revision of 
the constitution of the A. L. A. The 
constitution committee had made an 
effort to concentrate, modernize and 
give more power to the executive 
board and take away some of the 
power of the council. There was 
much opposition to this and in the 
final revision the council was retained 
with almost it’s former authority. 
Such a revision comes only once in 
ten or fifteen years and in this case 
tended to simplify and concentrate ail 
business and financial provisions. 

Third; there was considerable dis- 
cussion about the working conditions 
among librarians and assistants and 
the question of professional standing 
of library assistants was brought up. 
The Library Workers’ Association 
was rather actively present and ac- 
complished a good deal. There was 
some support given to it. For the 
first time library assistants had pap- 
ers in an afternoon session on mat- 
ters of interest to assistants. All of 
this discussion brought to everyone’s 
attention the standing of the librarian 
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assistants as opposed to that of the 
head librarians. Mr. Windsor felt 
that it was rather a sad commentary 
on the fact that head librarians had 
monopolized the activities of the A. 
L. A. and he felt very strongly that 
this should not be so in a professional 
association. He called attention to 
the fact that the matter of the stand- 
ing of library assistants was of as 
much interest to the state meeting as 
to the A. L. A. 

Miss Helen Bagley reported the 
post conference trip to Estes Park. 
She said there was a large crowd and 
the whole Hotel was turned over to 
them. There was a general feeling 
of good fellowship and they were able 
to make many outdoor trips together. 
The post conference songs were es- 
pecially entertaining. 

Miss Bagley then appointed the 
following committees: 

Resolutions Committee—Mrs. Eva 
Fowler, Miss Clara Boyle, Mr. Carl 
Milam. 


Auditing Committee—Mr. C. V. 
Ritter, Miss Adah Whitcomb, Miss 
Katherine Abbott. 


Nominating Committee—Miss Mary 
Ahern, Miss Ida Wright, Mr. Wood- 
ruff. 


Social Committee—M iss Martha 
Wilson, Chairman. Members: Lin- 
coln Library staff and officers of the 
Association. 


Miss Bagley suggested that the 
nominating committee should post 
their report on Wednesday evening 
so as to give a chance for anyone to 
make other nominations. She also 
suggested that it would be an ex- 
cellent idea for the new executive 
board to appoint a membership com- 
mittee that would launch a regular 
campaign. She called attention to 
the deficit in the treasury for this year 
and of the necessity of increasing the 
membership of the association. She 
reported that the executive board 
would like to make the following ex- 
penditures for the coming year, but 
felt that the present funds were in- 
adequate. First; Printing a new list 
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of members which would cost about 
$35.00. Second; Providing members 
with copies of Public Libraries con- 
taining the proceedings of the I. L. A, 
estimate $65.00. Third; Continuing 
the district meetings which would run 
from $75.00 to $100.00. She said 
that the Board had decided to submit 
the matter to the association. 


Mr. Windsor moved that the pro- 
ceedings of the I. L. A. be printed in 
Public Libraries and copies be sent to 
each member, this was carried. Mr. 
Windsor then moved that the incom- 
ing board continue the district meet- 
ings. Miss Ahern spoke in favor of 
the interest manifested in these dis- 
trict meetings and suggested that some 
of the expense might be met by the 
community if the idea be presented 
to the Chamber of Commerce, the Ro- 
tary Club, or Womans’ Club. The 
idea being that if the community ac- 
tivities were in a way _ responsible 
there would be more interest in the 
meetings. Miss Price said that this 
had been done in several of the towns. 
Mr. Windsor’s motion was carried. 


Miss Lansden moved in favor of 
printing the names of members. She 
said that it would be an incentive to 
new members and she suggested that 
this list be published before the next 
meeting. Mr. Windsor thought this 
should be done each year. Miss Ahern 
did not think that this would be 
necessary, since these lists go out of 
date so rapidly. She doubted if $35.00 
so spent would yield as much as more 
money on special meetings. Miss 
Lansden said it was probably not 
necessary to do this every year, but 
there had been a long gap from 1913 
to 1918 in printing this list. Miss 
Wright asked if this list could not be 
published in Public Libraries with the 
proceedings and save the postage of 
the second mailing. Miss Ahem 
thought this not possible at the pric 
which was quoted for Public Librar- 
ies. Miss Price offered to have this 
list printed in Illinois Libraries and 
reprints could be made at a small cost. 
Mr. Tweedell moved that this mattet 
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be referred to the executive board 
with the suggestion that the list be 
published if possible. 

Miss Ahern said she had just 
heard of the death of Mr. Conklin 
who had been for many years a 
member of the board of trustees of 
the Lincoln Library. She moved 
that a committee be appointed to 
draw up resolutions to express the 
appreciation of the work of Mr. 
Conklin. 

The president referred this to the 
resolutions committee. 

An announcement was made that 
an auto ride was scheduled for 4:00 
P. M. on Wednesday and that all 
members were urged to sign up and 
be ready to leave promptly at that 
hour. The meeting then adjourned. 

The Tuesday evening session was 
called to order promptly at eight 
o'clock. Secretary of State, Mr. L. 
L, Emerson who was to have given 
the address of welcome was unable 
to be present and Mr. Francis G. 
Blair, State Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Instruction spoke for a few min- 
utes on the close relation of the li- 
brary to the education of children. 
He made a very interesting com- 
parison between a victrola and a 
book saying that the victrola made 
it possible for every home to enjoy 
the wonderful voices of great sing- 
ers and to become familiar with the 
work of great musicians, but that 
the book while more personal and 
less striking in its appeal neverthe- 
less, was just as instrumental in 
bringing to every home pictures of 
society of all ages and opening to 
the imaginations, of children, new 
worlds, and in influencing the per- 
sonality and character of all those 
who read them. 


He said that books were like the 
wires of the greatest flying machine 
invented, and the boy who knew 
books and loved them could not be 
Provincial because of his familiarity 
with literature, travel, history and 
fiction, and that all the world was 


LIBRARIES 73 


open to the country boy if he loved 
books and had the power to look 
through the words of the printed 
page to see all the wonderful things 
behind it. He said that the librarian 
had a real opportunity not only for 
forming a habit of reading among 
children but for directing and build- 
ing on it. He welcomed the Asso- 
ciation to the Capitol and wished 
that libraries might grow and 
spread until every hamlet in the 
state had books of its own. 

Miss Helen Bagley then gave the 
President’s address, 

“After the war, what? For two 
years, since the guns of the great 
war were silenced, the world has 
been asking itself that question, and 
so far there has been no satisfactory 
answer. Nor shall I attempt to give 
one, being neither a prophet nor a 
political economist. Prophets to- 
day are plentiful; so many that it 
becomes increasingly difficult to 
discern which have the divine fire 
and which have not; especially since 
their prophesies differ so amazingly. 
They tell us that we are drifting 
rapidly toward revolution—or to- 
ward a complete reactionary period ; 
toward a more liberal government— 
or toward czarism. There seems to 
be no middle course. 

The middle class of the American 
people, who form the large bulk of 
the librarian’s “public”, are not too 
greatly concerned about an answer 
to this question. Beyond a growing 
irritation with the increased cost of 
living, they are not interested in 
economic questions. As for politi- 
cal differences, these have been 
taken out of their hands temporar- 
ily, and since we cannot elect both 
presidential candidates, why worry? 
The really vital thing is how to get 
the grocers to realize that food 
prices are lowered; the really inter- 
esting question is how the sport of 
base ball will be affected by the 
White Sox scandal. 

Yet there is undoubtedly an un- 
dercurrent setting our way more 
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and more strongly from restless, 
war-weary Europe, where before 
August 1914 forces of unrest were 
moving national affairs to great 
changes. Principles that the Euro- 
pean world had thought estab- 
lished for ever were being ques- 
tioned: such as the rights of indi- 
viduals to own and dispose of the 
necessities of life: the efficiency of 
governments and their response to 
the will of the people: the relative 
claims of nations and of individuals 
to power: the organization of in- 
dustry: and the war has intensified 
and’ complicated matters enorm- 
ously, since it has added misery and 
starvation and sorrows untold to 
the stimuli which were already 
making toward the upheaval of so- 
ciety. 

Concerning the nature and direc- 
tion of probable change, there are 
as usual two sets of theories, the 
conservative and the radical. The 
conservative while approving in 


general of the present conditions of 
affairs, is prepared to make somé 


alterations in conscious or uncon- 
scious response to the demand of 
the world spirit: the radical, while 
holding theories the carrying out of 
which would entail a complete re- 
versal of the constitution of society, 
is willing (at times) to accept com- 
promises which will embody part 
of them: witness the program of the 
British Labor Party, which thinks 
that by temporary measures it is 
assisting at the slow demise of capi- 
talism. 


This situation is more intense in 
Europe than it is in this country, 
for we have come out from the 
world war rich and strong, and are 
feeling in a comparatively small de- 
gree the agitation which is sweep- 
ing over the old world. The aver- 
age American is unwilling to give 
the time to inquire about the real 
philosophy underlying the program 
of either side, and he is therefore 
open to whatever reactions the 
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clever propagandists of both sides 
can produce in his, and the clever- 
ness of the modern propagandist is 
something marvelous. During the 
war, there was so much written and 
discussed about the psychology of 
influencing men’s minds that the 
methods of the propagandist are 
open secrets, and the people know 
what they are about, and why. Dis- 
trust of the public press is wide 
spread but the people are still will- 
ing to listen to the wise men of our 
race, and they are looking for lead- 
ership. The conviction is growing 
that we must eventually face the is- 
sues that are confronting Europe, 
perhaps not in this generation, but 
some day not very far off. There 
are many who do wish to think for 
themselves: a growing minority, 
which will ultimately mold public 
opinion and make the decisions that 
will affect the outcome. They are 
coming to us—to the libraries, and 
to every agency which distributes 
books—in increasingly large num- 
bers and they are asking for books 
which will give them, in these days 
of hesitation and doubt, a working 
basis for future action. 


We know, of course, that there is 
a reason for our present fecling of 
depression and our lack of conf- 
dence in the future, and we believe 
that when this moment has _ passed 
we will find ourselves again; but at 
present we have no light ahead. 
“Where there is no vision, the peo- 
ple perish” said Solomon, and the 
wisdom of his words is written in 
the history of every nation that has 
lived on this earth. The people of 
America are seeking, groping, 
yearning for a new vision of politi- 
cal and industrial democracy which 
shall be less selfish and more de 
voted to the welfare of humanity 
than anything we have yet seen. 
We librarians, custodians of the 
books that feed men’s minds, must 
be watchers for the dawn. We can- 
not stand aloof from these things: 
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we must study them carefully, our- 
selves, in order not to be “blown 
about by every wind of doctrine”: 
watch for the books which deal with 
the situation frankly, honestly, and 
above all, constructively: buy them 
for our people: and see to it that 
they are read.” 

Prof. Sherman of the University 
of Illinois gave a most delightful 
address on Beauty and the Puritan. 
He said that everyone recognizes 
that there is an unusual stirring in 
American literature today. This in- 
teresting commotion is due to the 
arrival of a new generation of 
authors who are naturally bent 
upon making for themselves a place 
in the sun. 

In behalf of the new writers 
their critical champions are con- 
ducting an aggressive campaign 
against the preceding literary gen- 
eration and indeed against the en- 
tire spirit of the national literary 
tradition. They contend that the 
development of literature in Ameri- 
ca has been retarded by the domi- 
nating spirit of Puritanism, which, 
they assert, is fatal to all forms of 
art. 

They are attempting, on the other 
hand, to create a new literary “at- 
mosphere” which shall be friendly 
to all the fine arts. The notes of 
the new era are to be ethical indif- 
ference and aesthetic fervor. 

Mr. Sherman attempts to exhibit 
and criticize both the destructive 
and the constructive sides of their 
efforts. He displays the attitude of 
the artist towards the Puritan and 
the attitude of the Puritan towards 
the artist. He believes that Puri- 
tan and artist both misunderstand 
each other. But he inclines to think 
that the artist is even more at sea 
than the Puritan. 


He holds that Puritanism is at 
present grievously misunderstood 
and misrepresented. Modifying it- 
self from generation to generation 
with widening knowledge and sym- 
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pathies, it remains the great na- 
tional principle of progress. It has 
been the central creative force in 
American affairs. It is still the 
power of most promise in our civili- 
zation. 

The type of aestheticism which the 
young people propose to substitute for 
it does not spring from the national 
character. It is not rooted in the na- 
tional past. It is an importation, an 
exotic, fostered and recommended 
mainly by writers whose sympathies 
are European rather than American 
and whose culture is sentimentally 
cosmopolitan rather than vigorously 
national. 


Native plants are hardiest. If we 
are to make in the coming generation 
effective contributions to the literature 
of the world, it will not be by depart- 
ing from our national traditions but 
by returning to them. Wise criticism 
will not set Beauty and the Puritan 
at loggerheads. It will rather stead- 
ily suggest to the American artist that 
his special opportunity, his manifest 
calling, is to make Puritanism beauti- 


ful. 


After Prof. Sherman’s address 
there was an informal reception in 
the sun parlors. 


The Wednesday morning meeting 
of the Association was held in the 
sun-parlors and was opened by a com- 
munity sing under the direction of 
Effie A. Lansden. Mr. George B. Ut- 
ley, librarian of the Newberry Li- 
brary who was to have presided at 
the meeting was unable to attend and 
Mr. Edward Tweedell, assistant li- 
brarian of the John Crearar Library 
presided. 


The first speaker on the program 
was Professor Luther Robinson of 
Monmouth College who spoke on the 
establishment of the Warren County 
library. He outlined the plan of cam- 
paign followed in that county where 
the County Library Law will have 
its first try-out. He said that the 
old Warren County library, as estab- 
lished in 1870, was an endowed insti- 
tution, but that it had never been a 
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free library, the fees being $3.00 a 
year. When the new county law 
passed they felt that it would be well 
to try and put the old library on a 
new basis. At first the trustees felt 
that the sacredness of the trust funds 
might be jeopardized in some way, 
but on the advice of lawyers it was 
decided that there was nothing in the 
charter that would be infringed upon. 
Monmouth is the county seat and the 
district is a rich agricultural one with 
good roads and a farming population 
that can easily be reached from a cen- 
tral distributing point. 

There was only one other library in 
the county and this voted to come un- 
der the County Library Law. They 
conducted a thorough campaign to get 
the community interested in the pro- 
ject. They obtained endorsement from 
business men, especially bankers. 
They went to the Women’s Clubs 
and Rotary clubs. They distributed 
petitions throughout the townships 
and kept up regular newspaper pub- 
licity. Two weeks before election 
a very intensive campaign was con- 
ducted where many individuals were 
approached and asked not only to vote 
in favor of the measure but to secure 
other votes. The one mill tax was 
asked. The contractural feature 
whereby county supervisors will en- 
ter into a contract witl? the existing 
library at Monmouth, to supply 
books for the county, will be one of 
the first phases of progress. 

The finance committee of the Board 
of County Suprvisor’s unfortunately 
cut the appropriation that was ex- 
pected for the operating fund making 
the total about $12,000, or a three- 
fourths mill tax on the assessed value 
of the county instead of $25,000 which 
they had countd on. He thought that 
another year they would be able to get 
the full amount of the tax and really 
begin the work. 


Mr. Wayne E. Stevens of the War 
Records Section of the State Histori- 
cal Library then gave a talk on the 
work of the Section. He said that 
the librarians of Illinois had already 
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been of great service in collecting ma- 
terial pertaining to the participation 
of Illinois in the war. He explained 
the origin of the War Records Sec- 
tion. Before the close of the war the 
historians of the United States real- 
ized the necessity of preserving con- 
temporary records pertaining to the 
war, and conferences of historical 
scholars were held for the purpose of 
discussing a definite plan of work. 
The states of the Middle West took 
a leading part in this movement ana 
in Illinois a War History Committee 
was formed under the State Council 
of Defense, but this work had hardly 
begun when the Armistice came and 
it was decided that the continuation 
of this work be left to the Illinois 
State Historical Library. $20,000 was 
appropriated for this purpose by the 
Legislature. The work of the War 
Records Section resolved itself into 
three parts. First, building up a cen- 


tral collection of material bearing up- 
on the more general aspects of Illinois’ 
participation in the War. 


Second, 
the organization of a local committee 
in various counties for the purpose of 
collecting material pertaining to local 
war activities. Finally the publication 
of three or four volumes for which 
material collected by the State and 
county committees will form the basis. 
The field of inquiry has included both 
the military and civilian activities and 
the work of individuals as well as 
organized war agencies. Persons who 
directed certain activities have been 
asked to prepare reports. Special 
attention has also been given to the 
collection of newspapers covering the 
period of the war. 

Local libraries can also do much in 
the way of preserving miscellaneous 
periodicals pertaining to the war ac- 
tivities. Practically every camp in the 
State published one or more numbers 
of these periodicals. The War Rec- 
ord Section has an extremely good se- 
lection of posters, they also have a 
large number of duplicates and are 
interested in exchanging them for de- 
signs that they do not possess. Thev 
are making an excellent collection of 
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photographs of war activities. Local 
libraries should also devote every ef- 
fort to the collection of honor rolls, 
county histories and similar publica- 
tions. Particular stress is laid on col- 
lection of letters and diaries of men 
in the service. He said it was very 
important that this work be conducted 
as rapidly as possible, because so 
many of the contemporary records are 
fast disappearing and that the value 
of this particular class of material 
could not be over emphasized. 

This paper will be published in full 
in Illinois Libraries for January, 1921. 

At this point Mr. Prowse moved that 
since the Association was anxious to 
increase its membership, it wou!d be 
a good plan if each member of the 
Board of Trustees should belong to 
the association and also that it would 
be an excellent plan if the Board could 
be induced to pay the association fees 
for staff members, who have been on 
the staff more than two years and that 
the new Executive Board should send 
out letters to the Boards of Trustees 
embodying this suggestion. This mo- 


tion was passed. 

Miss Martha Wilson, 
Lincoln Library, Springfield, then 
spoke on “Finding the librarian’s place 
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in education”. She said in part that: 

The library may claim a share in 
education in its broader definition, al- 
though it serves as an accessory, 
rather than a teaching agency; its 
work being to stimulate, accompany 
and supplement definite, outlined in- 
struction. 

The educational work of the library 
is sometimes measured by its relation 
to the public schools, since some mea- 
sure of service is universal. In carry- 
ing the public library idea over into 
the school itself, and making it a real 
educational factor, notable work has 
been done by individual librarians. 
Through their work, leaders of mod- 
ern education have accepted the li- 
brary as an indispensable feature of 
the modern school, and have given it 
unqualified support. 

The standards set by the librarians 
leading the school library movement 
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are worthy of adoption by the librar- 
ies as well. 

Within the library, the possibilities 
of doing real educational work with 
young people of school age are limited 
usually by restricted space. A special 
intermediate or high school room is 
more than desirable. 

Educational effort does not stop 
with school work; the librarian is 
also concerned with the individual, 
who is denied a college course, and 
who is seeking definite reading to take 
its place as far as it may or under- 
taking self education in any subject. 

Part time schooling in the factories 
calls for the librarians interest and 
help, and in the re-educational work 
with wounded soldiers, the librarian 
has brought her wares to an apprecia- 
tive market. 

Adult education, particularly in the 
field of so-called Americanization is 
a work of very particular interest to 
the librarian, and one developed in 
many ways. The use of the library 
for citizenship and other classes, vis- 
its to the night schools, visits of night 
school classes to the library, home 
lands exhibits in the library are all a 
part, but perhaps the greatest factor 
is the establishment of friendly under- 
standing and relations, of value to the 
foreigner in learning the new _ lan- 
guage and incidentally in getting ad- 
justed to the new land, and of no less 
value to the librarian in enlargement 
of interest and sympathy. 

In whatever degree the library may 
be of tangible service in enlargement 
of ideas of any individual or group, 
there is great reward in the feeling 
that the library is an integral part of 
the educational opportunity of the 
community. 

The last paper of the morning was 
on “The art of reading by Mr. Theo- 
dore W. Koch, librarian, Northwest- 
ern University. Mr. Koch’s paper 
will be printed in Illinois libraries for 
January 1921. Mr. Koch talked a 
few minutes on his experiences buying 
books in Paris, Germany and England 
since the war and of the many diffi- 
culties he encountered. 
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The meeting then adjourned. 
The Wednesday afternoon Session 






















































































































































































































The high school librarians’ section, 
under the direction of Miss Rachel 
Baldwin, librarian of the Deerfield- 
Shields Township High School Li- 
brary, Highland Park, Illinois, met 
on the mezzanine floor of the Hotel. 
There were present eight high school 
librarians and as many _ representa- 
tives of public libraries, who were 
anxious to discuss the question of co- 
operation between public libraries and 
the schools. 

Other topics discussed were: The 
budget, lessons in the use of the li- 


The children’s librarians held a 
most interesting session, Miss Adah F. 
Whitcomb of the Chicago Public Li- 
brary presided in the absence of Mrs. 
Eva Cloud Taylor of Oak Park. 

The first talk was by Miss Anne 
M. Boyd of the University of Illi- 
nois Library School, on the subject 
“Multiplying the librarians’ knowledge 
of children’s books”. Miss Boyd said 
that in spite of all the efforts of the 
libraries to bring children in the li- 
braries, only about one third of the 
children in any community are 
reached. That while it was not her 
purpose to charge with failure library 
work with children or to belittle in 
any sense the great services of the chil- 
dren’s librarians to the community; 
she did feel that now was the time to 
admit that we have over estimated the 
possibilities of direct library work 
with children. The ideals of this par- 
ticular phase of library service have 
ever been so high that we have been 
carried away in our zeal and enthu- 
siasm and as a consequence have 
probably failed to realize the ineffec- 
tiveness of our most earnest endeav- 
ors. 

She spoke of some of the agencies 
which tend to counteract library work 

* This paper will be printed in full 
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was devoted to the usual Sectional 
meetings. 


brary, charging systems, methods of 
checking attendance, reference work 
and cooperation with teachers. 


No formal papers were presented, 
all points being discussed in round 
table fashion. 


It was the sense of the meeting that 
no formal organization as a section be 
made at this time; but that it had been 
valuable thus to get together and have 
our own meeting and that we were 
glad the Illinois Library Association 
had planned it thus. 


with children and proved that direct 
work with children alone is not suffi- 
cient to meet these influences. She 
advocated more indirect work with 
parents, teachers, clubs and others in- 
terested in any way in children’s de- 
velopment. She said “make it fash- 
ionable for mothers to know chil- 
dren’s books”. She plead for a better 
understanding of the teacher’s and 
mother’s attitude and for more sym- 
pathy and less criticism of their pos- 
sible lack of book knowledge. The 
librarian should do everything pos- 
sible to save the teacher’s time in the 
way of sending lists to the schools, 
etc. 

Miss K. Irene Bowman followed 
Miss Boyd’s talk with one on the sub- 
ject “Helping children over come bad 
reading habits”.* She began by say- 
ing she wished she really knew how 
and then narrated many personal ex- 
periences she had had with children 
who wanted to read one kind of book 
only and in trying to counteract the 
effects of small libraries circulated 
outside the library either by boys 
themselves or some_ organization 
which chose its books with more zeal 
than intelligence. Her most effective 
weapon in destroying bad habits 


in Illinois Libraries, January 1921. 
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seemed to be a very close personal re- 
lationship with the individual children 
both inside and outside the library. 
She advised little excursions to study 
bugs or stars or playing with children 
on the playground to gain their con- 
fidence and then the foundation of 
good reading habits before bad ones, 
so that none need be over come. Both 
speakers seemed to feel that much 
work must be done outside the library 
walls. 


TRUSTEES’ 


October 13, 1920. 


The Annual Meeting of the Trus- 
tees’ Section of the Illinois Library 
Association was held in Room 416, 
New Leland Hotel, Spring- 
field, Wednesday afternoon, October 
15th, with an attendance estimated 
at seventy-six. 

Mrs. F. P. Bowen (secretary of the 
Board of Directors, Savanna Public 
Library) was asked to serve as secre- 
tary for this meeting. 

The meeting was called to order at 
2:12 P. M. by the chairman, Miss 
Clara S. Boyle (president of the 


Program, as arranged, follows: 

Topic. 
“Budgets” 
“Salaries” 
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A paper on “Some books I like and 
why I like them” was read by Miss 
Adah F. Whitcomb. Stress was laid 
on the fact that the best means of 
forming a good literary taste in chil- 
dren is by reading aloud to them the 
books which are so well written that 
they are difficult for them to read to 
themselves but which they are per- 
fectly able to comprehend when read 
to them. 


SECTION. 


Board of Directors, Glen Ellyn Pub- 
lic Library). 

Letters of regret at inability to at- 
tend were received from Mrs. Fred 
A. Sager, of the Glencoe Board; Miss 
Anna E. Felt, secretary of the Galena 
Board; Mr. Spencer Ewing of the 
Bloomington Board; Mr. B. F. Yost, 
president of the Shelbyville Board, 
and others. 

The chairman announced the meet- 
ing would be conducted as a somewhat 
informal round-table; the topics on 
the program were to be covered by 
ten or fifteen minute talks followed 
by general discussion. 


Speaker. 


Mr. C. C. Douglas, Trustee, Oak Park Library. 
Mrs. A. W. Errett, Jr., Trustee Kewanee Library. 


Mr. Spencer Ewing, Trustee, Withers 
Public Library, Bloomington. 


Miss M. E. Ahern, editor “Public Libraries”, 


Salaries: Mr. C. C. Douglas not 
answering to call, it was thought he 
might arrive on the 2:25 train from 
Chicago. The chairman, therefore, 
asked Mrs. A. W. Errett, Jr., to take 
up the topic of “Salaries”, which 
she handled in a most satisfactory 
five minute talk which brought out 
some of the questions that have 
confronted village and small town 
library boards of trustees and di- 
rectors, especially, during the last 
year. We are indebted to Mrs. Er- 
rett for filling in at the “eleventh 


Chicago and former president of I. L. A. 


Mr. W. F. Hardy, Trustee, Decatur Library, 


and Managing Editor “Decatur Herald” 


hour” on a subject that had been as- 
signed to another trustee. 

Budgets: After Mrs. Errett’s re- 
marks, Budgets and Salaries, were 
grouped and_ generally discussed. 
Salaries of librarians, assistant li- 
brarians, and other staff workers, 
in their relation to the total amount 
of library income, are of paramount 
interest to the administrative 
branch of Illinois libraries. Discus- 
sion developed that the majority of 
the smaller libraries are paying from 
forty to sixty-two per cent of in- 
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come for salaries, while the larger 
libraries with large incomes can be 
somewhat liberal in the matter of 
salaries and not spend more than 
twenty-five per cent of income for 
that purpose. Miss Ahern read 
some excerpts from the proof sheets 
of a measure that is now being 
drafted in New York state to go be- 
fore that state legislature this win- 
ter. This goes minutely into the 
subject of the librarian’s salary; 
what is the minimin amount that 
should be allotted for housing, recre- 
ation, clothes, etc. on an approved 
budget, in order to arrive at a sal- 
ary scale that will be adequate. The 
theory is that if the librarian is to 
efficiently serve the community, he 
or she must have the means to take 
a proper place in the cultural life 
of the place, belonging to clubs, at- 
tending lectures, concerts, state and 
regional meetings of librarians, and 
that the salary provision should be 
sufficient to take all these into ac- 
count. Mr. Edw. Tweedell, Hins- 
dale, Mr. L. F. Gumbart of Macomb, 
the Freeport, Shelbyville, Decatur, 
Pekin and other trustees gave brief 
outlines of their budgets. Operat- 
ing expenses have more than doub- 
led since 1918; income is practically 
unaffected —in fact, under the new 
law, effective July, 1919, with the 
tax rate reduced to one and one- 
third mills on the dollar on one-half 
assessed property valuation, many 
small libraries find their income is 
less, or shows no increase, over the 
former year. Public libraries, sec- 
ond only to public schools whose 
work they supplement and carry on 
as an educative agent, should have 
provision made by law for securing 
a more adequate operating income. 


County Library Law: Mr. Spen- 
cer Ewing of Bloomington, pre- 
vented by business engagements 
from attending our meeting, ex- 
pressed his regrets that he could not 
attend in person to answer ques- 
tions that might follow the discus- 
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sion in regard to various phases of 
the County Library Law. Mr, 
Tweedell of Hinsdale complied with 
the request of the chair to read Mr, 
Ewing’s paper on the County Li- 
brary Bill. 

To the Trustee’s Section, Illinois 
Library Association. 

As requested, I hand you herewith 
a report on the County Library Bill 
together with observations upon its 
feasibility and suggestions for its 
correction : 

The last legislature passed what 
is known as the County Library Bill 
which became effective July Ist, 
1919. It provides for two Systems 
of County Libraries in each county 
in the State. Before either System 
can be put in effect it is required 
that the question of establishing a 
Public County Library System shall 
be submitted to the voters of the 
county at either a regular or special 
election and requires a majority of ° 
the votes cast at such an election in 
favor of the establishment of such a 
System before any steps can be 
taken under it. 

In order to submit the question 
to the voters it is necessary to file 
a petition therefor, signed by not 
less than one hundred regular vot- 
ers of the county, sixty days prior 
to the date of either such special or 
general election. At least thirty 
days previous to such special or 
general election the County Clerk 
must make out and deliver to the 
several supervisors of the county 
three notices of the election, for each 
precinct in the county, in form pre- 
scribed by the statute. The Super- 
visor to whom the Notices are de- 
livered must post up in three of the 
most public places in his precinct 
three notices of such election at 
least twenty-five days before the 
date of said special or general elec- 
tion. 

The ballots upon the question of 
establishing a County Library Sys- 
tem must be printed upon separate 
ballots. 
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If a majority of the voters voting 
at such an election are in favor of 
establishing a County Library Sys- 
tem it is the duty of the board of 
Supervisors to establish, equip and 
maintain a Public County Library 
System. 

There are two methods, either of 
which the Board of Supervisors 
may adopt: First, They may ap- 
point a County Library Board of 
five members who are in said law 
given certain powers for the conduct 
and management of a County Li- 
brary. 

This Board shall have power to 
establish and maintain a County Li- 
brary, together with branches and 
stations in various parts of the 
county, to carry on library work by 
all the recognized means, to employ 
a County Librarian and necessary 
employes and to make rules for the 
proper conduct of the library and 
after such Library Board has been 
appointed they may accumulate a 
fund which under existing statutes 
for the necessary holdings, the 
funds raised by a tax of 14% mills 
on the dollar of the assessed value 
of all taxable property within each 
county, are expended upon warrants 
certified to by the County Librarian 
and approved by the President of 
the County Library Board. 

Second: The Board of Supervi- 
sors may contract in writing with 
an existing library in the county to 
establish, equip and maintain a Pub- 
lic County Library System. Con- 
tract shall contain provisions requir- 
ing the contracting library to: 

(a) Establish such a library. 

(b) Establish such branches in va- 
rious parts of the county as may be 
deemed necessary by the Board of 
Supervisors. 

(c) To acquire and circulate 
books, pamphlets, and other educa- 
tional material, etc. 

(d) To do all other things neces- 
sary to carry on an efficient Public 
County Library System. 
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The making and performance of 
any such contract shall be under 
the supervision of the Board of 
Supervisors. 

The contracting library must be 
one approved by the Illinois Li- 
brary Extension Commission. 

An annual tax of not to exceed 
one and one-third mills on the dol- 
lar of the assessed value of the tax- 
able property shall be levied and the 
proceeds of this tax shall be de- 
posited in the proceeds of the 
County in a separate Library fund 
and no part of this fund shall be 
expended except upon warrants cer- 
tified by the executive officer of the 
Library and approved by the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trustees of 
that Library. 

The fiscal year shall be co-exten- 
sive with the fiscal year of the 
county and a report shall be made 
at the close of each year, by the ex- 
ecutive officer of the library, to the 
Board of Supervisors and a copy of 
the same filed with the Illinois Li- 
brary Extension Commission. This 
report must be in writing, under 
oath and must contain certain state- 
ments and suggestions as described 
in said law. 

In a report submitted to the 
Board of Trustees of the Wither’s 
Public Library, Bloomington, Illi- 
nois, on January 22, 1920, in rela- 
tion to this synopsis of the Library 
Act, I made the following state- 
ment: “The foregoing is a short 
but complete statement of the pro- 
visions of the County Library Act, 
in its application to the Municipal 
Public Library. It presents a field 
of operation which should be very 
attractive to this Board of Trustees. 
It will enable us to practically cover 
the county with a first class library 
and library work of the most ef- 
fective character. It will provide 
ample funds for this work, and the 
eood to the people would be more 
than commensurate with the ex- 
penses attached. Several objections 
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appear to me at the present moment 
which may or may not be serious 
according to whether the more ex- 
tended study of the law and a study 
of its practical operations shows 
how these faults may develop. The 
provision that the performance of 
the contract shall be under the sup- 
ervision of the Board of Supervisors 
is only just as connecting the gov- 
erning Board of the county with the 
operation Board of the library and 
as the county represented by the 
Supervisors, furnishes the money, 
they should have jurisdiction over 
the contract, to see that its provi- 
sions are properly carried out. The 
provision (B), under Section (2), 
of the act to the effect that the con- 
tracting library must establish sta- 
tions in various parts of the county 
as may be deemed necessary by the 
Board of Supervisors, is a feature 
which may cause trouble if the 
Board of Trustees and the Board of 
Supervisors should disagree in rela- 
tion to the establishment of branch 
libraries. 

In the establishment of such a sys- 
tem as outlined, the organization of 
the county would have to proceed 
slowly and carefully and the staff of 
the library built up in accordance with 
the requirements and as the require- 
ments grew the staff and equipment 
would have to be increased corre- 
spondingly. It would be only natural 
that the Board of Supervisors would 
desire a great many branches of the li- 
brary to be established at least at the 
earliest possible moment and it is up- 
on this point where a serious disagree- 
ment might occur. I do not think, 
however, this is such a serious objec- 
tion as would eliminate the desirabil- 
ity of establishing a County Library 
System in connection with the Mu- 
nicipal Public Library. 

I can find nothing in the law which 
would preclude the contract to be ent- 
ered into between this Library and the 
Board of Supervisors, which would 
prevent the insertion therein of a 
clause limiting the time of the dura- 
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tion of the contract, in any manner 
that the Trustees or the Board of 
Supervisors saw fit. 

It must be borne in mind that with 
the adoption of this System and a 
contractural relation entered into be- 
tween this Board of Trustees and the 
Board of Supervisors, that the first 
duty of this Board is to the City, and 
any use of their staff or equipment 
would have to be the subject of reim- 
bursement to the municipality out of 
the funds of the County Library Sys- 
tem. There is no provision in the law 
for the joining of the two systems. 

This very objection, however, if it 
may be considered an objection at all 
gives rise to a surmise as to whether 
or not the existing conditions as to 
the library system of a City might be 
changed to adapt themselves to the 
county wide system. 


If such a system, by contract with 
the Board of Supervisors, were 
adopted in a county it would mean 
vastly more work and responsibility 
for the Board of Trustees of an ex- 
isting Municipal Library and a vastly 
increased staff of assistants, with the 
possibility of it being necessary at 
some future time to erect a new li- 
brary building. This probably could 
not be accomplished by the Municipal 
Public Library under the “Act entit- 
ling the cities to establish and main- 
tain free public libraries”, unless the 
city should consent to such buildings 
and the issuance of bonds to cover the 
same. Naturally this would throw the 
erection of the library upon the citi- 
zens of the city. The County Library 
Act makes no provision for the erec- 
tion of a building for county library 
purposes by the Board of the contrac- 
ting library, but does make a provision 
for the erection of such a building un- 
der the System by which a County Li- 
brary Board is appointed, therefore, 
the only method that could be pur- 
sued to furnish additional quarters 
for additional staff in their county Li- 
brary work would be by renting it, 
providing the present building were 
not of sufficient size to take care of 
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the increased number of employes and 
property. 

Neither the Contracting Library 
Board nor the County Library Board, 
if one should be appointed has the 
power to determine the amount of tax 
to be levied such as is granted the 
Board of Trustees of a Municipal 
Public Library by the Act under 
which they are at present appointed. 
Neither does this law provide that 
any control whatever shall be given 
to the contracting library or the 
County Library Board over the ex- 
penditures of the library funds, ex- 
cept, the negative one, to-wit: That 
no funds can be expended except up- 
on the properly certified order of the 
Trustees of the Library or the County 
Library Board. 


This is the most vicious defect in 
this law because it necessarily kills 
any initiative on behalf of the Library 
Board. The Library Board is sup- 
posed to be more or less expert in li- 
brary matters and their whole atten- 
tion is given to the conduct of the Li- 
brary System of the city or county, 
and consequently they are much bet- 
ter judges of the necessity or useless- 
ness of certain expenditures than the 
Board of Suprvisors, who have the 
entire affairs of the county in their 
charge and are consequently not solely 
and directly interested in the subject 
matter as would be the Library Board. 
The present law governing free public 
libraries in municipalities works effi- 
ciently and with sufficient safeguards 
to the public in regard to the expen- 
diture of funds and the correspond- 
ing control of them and would serve 
as a model for some provision in the 
present law. 


As in the present municipal system 
the city municipalities or City Coun- 
cil are safeguarded by their control of 
their appointment of the Library 
Board, so that the Board of Super- 
visors and the County through them 
would be safeguarded by their control 
and their appointment of the County 
Board or in the provisions of the con- 
tract with the contracting library. 
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Suggestions as to Amendments for 

the present laws both the law by 

which municipal libraries may be es- 

tablished and the law by which 

county libraries may be established. 

Many counties already have a flour- 
ishing library established under the 
Municipal Library Act. Considerable 
money has been expended, in build- 
ings, and books, and in building up 
the organization of the Library force. 
This should not be lost. On the other 
hand the activities of such libraries 
reach only as a rule to the boundaries 
of the city and any attempt to widen 
the scope of their activities beyond 
such limits is a false effort which 
should be governed by a county Li- 
brary Law. Therefore, take for 
granted that we wish to inaugurate a 
separate system for the county and 
not enlarge the scope of activities of 
the Municipal Library, the Municipal 
Library Law must be changed in 
order to permit the conservation of 
the money and work expended on the 
Municipal Library whenever it is con- 
nected up and absorbed or takes con- 
trol of the County Library System. 
The tax payers of the municipality 
in addition to the running expenses of 
the Library, have paid into what 
might be called a “Capital Account”, 
which is represented by the building 
and stock. It is not just that the 
County Library System should take 
over a Municipal Library, thus estab- 
lished, without due recompense to the 
tax payers of the municipality for the 
money so expended and I would sug- 
gest that a section be added to the Mu- 
nicipal Library Law, by which, when 
a County Library System is installed, 
either the tax pavers of the city shall 
be exempt from both the taxation for 
the County Library System and not 
permitted to enjoy the benefits of the 
County Library or that the Trustees 
be permitted to sell and transfer to the 
County Library System for a valuation 
all their property. The funds arising 
from this sale should go to the general 
fund of the city, thereby reducing the 
rate of taxation for the oneration of 
the city proportionately. The County 
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Library Law should be then amended 
to grant power to the Board of Trus- 
tees to buy the existing Library in the 
Municipality under like conditions. 

If this were done there would be 
one library for the county which, of 
course, is the ideal situation. Stud- 
ents of Politics will understand that 
it would be an exceedingly easy mat- 
ter to defeat the adoption of a County 
Library System in any county where 
there was a large city and an exist- 
ing municipal library, on the ground 
that the city would be taxed for both 
library systems, and one being prac- 
tically a duplicate of the other they 
would gain no benefit from the double 
taxation. 

These objections are in a measure 
met by the contracting System which 
contempiates the Municipal Library 
to operate the County System. The 
objection occurs to that in the diff- 
culty of operating the two funds and 
the expenditures thereunder. Under 
the existing laws the taxes raised by a 
Municipality can not be expended out- 
side of the city limits and therefore, 
it is a question whether or not the 
property of municipal Library can be 
circulated in the county. It seems 
very simple and is simple as long as 
some tax payer does not object but 
I am inclined to think that objections 
would defeat a tax on the ground that 
the money was to be used outside the 
legal boundaries of the city. 


The more I study these two laws 
the more I am convinced that a 
double system of Libraries is not 
feasible and where the county System 
is inaugurated the Municipal Library 
should be absorbed. I can also see 
there are some cases where this would 
not be best and in such an event there 
should be some provision by which 
the municipality could be cut out and 
separated from the jurisdiction of the 
County Library. 

This is the main question which 
must be decided as one of policy, and 
I hope I have expressed myself clearly 
enough to present the point. 


I wish to emphasize keeping the 
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control of the technicalities and de- 
tails of the operation of a library out 
of the hands of the Board of Super- 
visors and hold it firmly in the hands 
of the Board of Trustees, allowing 
the Board of Supervisors to have the 
authority to appoint and remove trus- 
tees who do not act in accodance with 
the view of the Board. I do not be- 
lieve in permitting the Board of Super- 
visors to dictate where libraries 
should be situated, what expenditures 
should be made, what policy should be 
adopted; these are all matters which 
fall within the proper jurisdiction of 
experienced library workers. At the 
same time it is only proper that the 
3oard of Supervisors should have full 
powers of appointments and dismis- 
sals. But it would be a sad sight 
to see thirty struggling, puny library 
units scattered about a county that 
should have but six or eight good 
ones. 

I regret very much my inability to 
be present at this discussion and will 
hold myself in readiness to give any 
one interested the benefit of my re- 
search into this matter, though I must 
disclaim any particular technical 
knowledge of the subject and am very 
willing to change my views if such a 
change will assist the solution of the 
problem. 

Respectively submitted, 
SPENCER EwInNc, 
Member Board of Trustees, 
Withers Public Library, 
Bloomington, Illinois. 

Mr. Luther E. Robinson, Trustee 
of the Warren County Library, Mon- 
mouth, had addressed the general 
conference Wednesday morning, out- 
lining the plan of campaign followed 
in that county where the county li- 
brary law, as at present formulated, 
will have its first try-out. At our 
meeting Mr. Robinson gave a brief 
summary of the conditions in his 
county. 

Mr. E. J. Verlie, secretary of the 
State Legislative Reference Bureau, 
gave us the benefit of his knowledge 
of the new law and answered various 
questions put to him in regard to it. 
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At the close of discussion on 
County Library Law, it was moved by 
Mr. L. F. Gumbart, trustee from Ma- 
comb, and seconded by Miss M. A. 
Ahern, that the following Resolution 
be adopted, and given to the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Illinois Library 
Association at the General meeting, 
Thursday morning, October 14th.* 

RESOLVED, That the Trustees’ 
section of the I[llinois Library Asso- 
ciation go on record as favoring the 
idea of a County Library Law, and 
trust that the Association will co-op- 
erate in pushing this matter to a sat- 
isfactory issue. 

Unanimously adopted. 

The chairman pointed out the ne- 
cessity for revisions of By-laws of li- 
braries to agree with the arbitrary 
date of closing year, as covered by re- 
vised and amended state library law, 
effective from July, 1919. The status 
of Carnegie buildings and endow- 
ments, libraries partly endowed and 
partly operated by tax income, and 
other features that will have to be 


worked out in the establishment of a 
county library center were touched 
upon in the discussion. 

Miss Burlingame of Earlville told 
how that village successfully changed 
its library from the village corpora- 
tion to the township basis at last No- 


vember’s election. Miss Price, secre- 
tary, Illinois Library Extension Com- 
mission, advised that taxes have been 
voted for the establishment of four 
new libraries. Two, township, Wil- 
low Branch, Piatt County, and Law- 
rence, Lawrence County; Cicero in 
Cook County, and Wood River, Madi- 
son County. 

The chairman read letters from 
State Representative Lincoln Ban- 
croft, Greenup, and State Senator 
Clayton C. Pervier, Sheffield, express- 
ing regret that they could not attend 
our meeting. Miss Price advised that 
these legislators had sponsored the 
County Library Bill through the state 
legislature. Both gentlemen offered 
their services in furthering additional 
library legislation should anv be 
needed. 
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Certification of Librarians: Miss 
M. E. Ahern, after a few words on 
the subject of Certification of Librar- 
ians, advising that the American Li- 
brary Association, and various States, 
are engaged in trying to work out 
plans that would prove equitable for 
all librarians, very graciously gave 
place to Mr. W. Hardy, President of 
the Decatur library board, who had 
to take a five o’clock train. There 
was no discussion nor action on the 
subject of Certification. 

Pensions for Librarians: Mr. Hardy 
talked on the need for legislation per- 
mitting library boards of trustees or 
directors to make provision for pen- 
sions for librarians, either from li- 
brary funds, or through state legis- 
lation in connection with other pen- 
sion provisions. On motion of Mr. 
Hardy, seconded by Mr. L. E. Robin- 
son of Monmouth, the following 
Resolution was uanimously adopted— 

RESOLVED, that the chair ap- 
point a committee of three members, 
two trustees and the Secretary of the 
State Legislative Reference Bureau, 
Mr. E. J. Verlie, to act with the Legis- 
lative Committee of the Illinois Li- 
brary Association in looking out for 
the interests of librarians in any pen- 
sion legislation in the Illinois General 
Assembly the coming session. 

Mr. L. F. Gumbart of Macomb also 
spoke on the need for pensions for 
librarians. 

The chair appointed Mr. W. F. 
Hardy of Decatur and Mr. L. F. 
Gumbart of Macomb as the two trus- 
tees to act with Mr. E. J. Verlie, Sec- 
retary of the State Legislative Refer- 
ence Bureau on this Pensions Com- 
mittee. 

Illinois Trustees’ Association: The 
chairman announced she had been re- 
quested to ask for some action in 
regard to disposition of funds remain- 
ing in the hands of the secretary of a 
former association of trustees of IIli- 
nois Libraries. The association had 
membership dues of $1.00 per year 
during the few years of its existence. 
It collected some $30.00 or $40.00. 
This money still remains in the hands 
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of its secretary, Mr. Hodgdon of Jol- 
iet. The President of the association 
died a few years ago and a meeting 
has never been called since. As the 
administrative department of Illinois 
libraries most trustees seem to find 
their best interests served and their 
problems discussed and worked out 
through acting as a section of the 
Illinois Library Association. 

On motion of Mr. Gumbart, duly 
seconded, the following Resolution 
was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, that the Trustees and Di- 
rectors of Illinois Libraries in session 
assembled, October 13, 1920 at Spring- 
field, Illinois, as a part of the Illinois 
Library Association—record them- 
selves as in favor of meeting as 
usually as the Trustees’ section of the 
Illinois Library Association, and as 
asking the secretary, Mr. Hodgdon 
of Joliet, of the former Illinois Trus- 
tees’ Association, to turn over to the 
Treasurer of the Illinois Library As- 
sociation, the funds now in his hands 
said to amount to approximately 
$40.00, which funds were secured 
from membership dues to the Illinois 
Trustees’ Association. 

There being no further business be- 
fore the meeting, on motion, duly 
seconded and approved, adjournment 
was made. 

Respectively submitted, 
(Signed) Mrs. F. P. Bowen, 
Secretary, Trustees’ Section, 
Illinois Library Assn. 
Mrs. F. P. Bowen, Sec’y. 

Board of Trustees, Savanna 
Public Library, Savanna, 
Illinois. 

On Wednesday evening the first 
address was given by Mr. R. E. Hie- 
ronymus, Community Advisor of the 
University of Illinois, Mr. Hierony- 
mus said that the Illinois Library As- 
sociation would find an interesting 
parallel in the development of the 
Community High School throughout 
the state. 

To Princeton, Bureau Co., belongs 
the honor of establishing the first 
Township High School in _ Illinois. 
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Ottawa, Streator and Evanston fol- 
lowed within a few years. In four 
years about seventy-five such districts 
were formed, but the township did 
not prove to be the logical unit for 
school purposes. The amended law 
of 1911 permitted a part of a township 
or more than a township to form a 
district for high school purposes. 
Then came the community high school 
law. It took a half century to see 
that it was wiser to find a suitable 
center for a high school and build the 
district around it than to accept arbi- 
trary bounds and look for a center 
afterwards. When the proper unit 
was worked out, districts were rapid- 
ly formed. Over two hundred were 
voted on favorably within one year 
after the new Community High 
School Law went into effect. It is 
already apparent these districts es- 
tablished upon a community basis, 
will become units for health work, 
farm and home bureaus, recreation 
and various social activities. 


Now the Library interests should 
profit by this experience of half a 
century. A community high school 
is a good thing. But the county li- 
brary has the advantage in that books 
may be sent by mail. Children can’t 
be sent to school by mail. These 
community school districts should be-, 
come distributing centers of the 
County Library. Those interested in 
taking the Library to all the people 
will find the Centralized High Schools 
have led the way. The County Li- 
brary with community distributing 
centers should come now with leaps 
and bounds. 


The means is immediately at hand 
for the presentation of such plans 
directly to the people of the entire 
state through the series of County 
Better Community Conferences, to be 
held in every county within the two 
weeks following Thanksgiving. In 
brief the plan is: 


A series of one-day County Better 
Community Conference is, therefore 
now being planned to begin Monday 
November 29th and close Friday, De- 
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cember 10. The purpose of these 
Conferences is to familiarize the en- 
tire state with the “Illinois Way” in 
community work and to stimulate the 
people of the state to work together 
in developing better communities to 
live. 

The plan in brief is to divide the 
counties of the state into ten groups 
of approximately ten counties each. 
One conference is to be held each day 
in each group on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday of 
each of the two weeks November 29 
to December 3 and December 6 to 10, 
thus covering the entire state. The 
conference will usually be held in the 
county seat, though in a few instances 
it may be held somewhere else in the 
county. A committee of three will 
have supervision over each of the ten 
groups arranging the circuit and as- 
sisting in the preparation of the pro- 
gram. A county committee (three to 
five suggested) in each county will 
have charge of the Conference within 
the county. 

While the organization and direc- 
tion of the Conference is in all cases 
up to this county committee, various 
state-wide agencies and organizations 
stand ready to cooperate. But the 
necessity of team work on the part 
of the existing association and insti- 
tutions within the county is impera- 
tive. 

The next number on the program 
was an address on “More Books in 
the Home” by Edgar G. Melcher, Ex- 
ecutive Secretary National Associa- 
tion of Book Publishers. He said 
that the slogan “More Books in the 
Home” was amply justified by the 
need which the average home had for 
books, especially for childrens’ books. 
There was no feeling on the part of 
the book stores that the library was 
a competitor, on the contrary, it was 
a well known fact that the best li- 
brary community always has the best 
book store because the people of that 
community know and appreciate good 
books. The average community as a 
whole rarely takes the book seller 








seriously, they are too much inclined 
to think of him from a commercial 
point of view. Libraries have been 
doing good work for children but they 
have not been entirely satisfied with 
the extent of this work or the books 
which are available for this reading. 
The book exhibit held by many li- 
braries, has been excellent, but it has 
been hard to keep up the connecting 
link with the book store. The book 
store must supply the books exhibited 
in order to make the movement a suc- 
cess and the library should furnish 
always a list of books on exhibit to 
the local book store. 

Mr. Melcher then told of a Model 
Home Exhibit in which he had estab- 
lished a model family library, but the 
most successful part of the exhibit 
had been a book-case built in the boy’s 
room in which had been placed several 
dozen books. Every child who visi- 
ted this room was delighted with the 
books. He suggested that it would 
be more to the point to get boys to 
build bookcases and fill them with 
books than to build bird houses. For 
if they had the cases, the books would 
come. He then went on to tell of the 
result of the Childrens’ Book Week, 
now in it’s second year. He said it 
was the result of complete coopera- 
tion between the publishers and the 
book sellers. That they fought shy 
of any suggestion of an effort at bet- 
terment, but they believed that the 
books children grow up with are the 
big influence in their lives and that the 
memory of them is lasting. If the 
book seller decides to take a stand 
for good books, he must live up to it 
and the best thing is to make it fash- 
ionable to know something about chil- 
drens’ reading. He had_ persuaded 
the Association of Book sellers to put 
up money enough to engage a trained 
librarian, and the publishers had sup- 
plied money for posters and advertis- 
ing, not to mention books. They plan 
to get articles on childrens’ reading 
put in all the magazines. They were 


getting prominent authors to say in- 
teresting things about childrens’ books 
and they were running short news- 














paper articles. They were also issu- 
ing several leaflets, telling how to play 
the game. He suggested that librar- 
ians make an effort to supply films 
suitable for childrens’ week and that 
it might be a good plan to offer a 
prize in the school for the best book- 
case. He said, finally that the great 
need was for more and better chil- 
drens’ books. 

Mr. Arthur Bostwick, librarian of 
the St. Louis Public Library then 
gave a most interesting paper on 
“Some Realists: English and Amer- 
ican”. As the paper may be published 
the author preferred that no extracts 
be given. 

The Thursday morning session 
was called to order promptly at 
9:09 o'clock by the President. Miss 
Lansden again lead in the general 
singing, and as a very special treat 
Miss Lansden and Miss Ahern were 
prevailed on to sing one of the songs 
from the Post Conference Trip. 

Miss Laura Rich, of the Chicago 
Public Library, talked of the Chi- 
cago Library Club Survey of Chi- 
cago Libraries. This Survey was 
conducted under the direction of 
Miss May Massey and the idea was 
to find out the exact standing of the 
library profession and the library 
conditions in Chicago. They found 
a very complex situation because 
there are so many different kinds of 
libraries in the city with so many 


different methods of appointing 
their staffs. They ran into Civil 
Service, both city and state and 


other libraries where the appoint- 
ments were within the power of the 
Poard. They inquired into salaries, 
questions of promotions, hours, va- 
rious schedules of work, rest per- 
iods, sick leave, educational require- 
ments, educational advantages, staff 
organizations. They also inquired 
into the income of the library in 
proportion to the income paid out 
in salaries. They wrote to many of 
the largest libraries in the United 
States to see what was being done 
in other places. The compilation of 
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the statistics will soon be published 
and will be available for purchase. 


Miss Bagley then presented Miss 
Alice Tyler, President of the Ameri- 
can Library Association, who spoke 
on “Our Common Task.” Miss 
Tyler said that while she appre- 
ciated the honor of appearing before 
the I. L. A. as the President of the 
A. L. A., she enjoyed still more the 
experience of being back in Illinois 
where she had formerly made her 
home. She said that from many di- 
verse tasks we came into the war 
and to the big task of making a suc- 
cess of war library work. Now that 
we have come back to the humdrum 
and the day of abnormal activities 
has ceased, the librarians are resum- 
ing their every day tasks, but with 
a new point of view. 

They find that they have re- 
turned committed to the common 
task of service. We all believe that 
the library is a real part in the great 
work of education and an important 
factor in the present readjustment, 
and we are committed to the task of 
making books easily and promptly 
accessible to all people no matter 
how specialized the library. If the 
library is a part of a local com- 
munity the librarian must empha- 
size the local problems. The li- 
brarian who develops to the best 
degree the library in her own group 
has accomplished the greatest task 
in library work. We have all been 
so stirred by big events that it is 
hard to realize that it is the small 
and local interest we must develop 
but if any librarian feels that she is 
making her own library count in her 
community, she should be filled 
with the courage to go on and make 
it count still farther. 


She then suggested a few things 
to consider at this time. There has 


never been such a demand for It- 
brary workers as at the present and 
that a systematic effort shoula ve 
made to recruit for library workers 
in various communities. 


In view- 
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ing the library financial situation, 
salaries are simply symptoms of the 
financial condition of the library 
and we should study the financial 
resources back of the library and 
try to solve the question of putting 
libraries on a proper tax basis. Un- 
til library revenues come up, li- 
brarians must face the fact that 
though library salaries are low, the 
work brings its own rewards and 
that young people will readily re- 
spond to these ideas if they are pre- 
sented to them. Librarians must be 
willing to be branded as idealists. 
The state association must work 
hard to make local conditions bet- 
ter; the A. L. A. is making every ef- 
fort to develop library training and 
the proposed Board of Certification 
will probably accomplish much in 
strengthening service. 

She urged that a great effort be 
made to increase the membership of 
all library associations and that we 





The members of the Illinois Li- 
brary Association, in convention as- 
sembled, October 12-14, 1920, desire 
to express sincere appreciation of 
the cordial welcome and hospitality 
offered by the Chamber of Com- 
merce and numerous citizens of 
Springfield and to the members of 
the local committee, including Dr. 
A. R. Crook, director of State 
Museum, Mr. Ralph H. Wilkin, Li- 
brarian of Supreme Court Library, 
Mr. E. J. Verlie, Secretary and Miss 
Kathleen Clyne, Legislative Refer- 
ence Bureau and the staffs of the 
State Historical Library, Lincoln 
Library, Illinois Library Extension 
Commission and the State Library. 

The music deserves special men- 
tion for it was sincerely appre- 
ciated; and we, for a second time, 
have enjoyed our morning song ser- 
vice and profited by the leadership 
of Miss Effie Lansden, of Cairo. 

We wish to thank the various 
tradesmen who have aided us by 
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should arouse ourselves especially 
to building up the A. L. A. which is 
our great professional body. She 
said that our task at this moment 
was to support the efforts of the 
A. L. A. in finding a common basis 
for the work before us. That it had 
recently been voted by the Execu- 
tive Board of A. L. A. to set the 
date of November 30th to end the 
appeal for funds and the Executive 
Board had been asked to solve the 
problems of the Enlarged Program 
and to agree on a program of fellow- 
ship and that it was essential that 
there should be agreement and faith 
in accomplishing this task. 


The President then called for the 
report of the auditing committee. 
Mr. C. V. Ritter reported the Treas- 
urer’s books were in excellent con- 
dition. The report of the Resolu- 
tions Committee was read by Mrs. 
Fowler. 


their exhibits which are both inter- 
esting and helpful in our work. 

3e it resolved that we record our 
appreciation of the work of the 
President and Executive Commit- 
tee for their services in furnishing 
us with such an excellent program 
and the presence of the many nota- 
ble speakers and the members of the 
American Library Association in- 
cluding the President, Miss Alice 
Tyler of Cleveland, Ohio. 

3e it resolved that we attempt to 
express the immeasurable loss we 
feel in the death of the following 
trustees and members: 

Hon. John W. Bunn, one of the 
Board of Directors of Lincoln Li- 
brary, serving most of the time from 
1901, when appointed, to his death 
June 7, 1920, as a member of the 
Finance committee. His name was 
closely associated with every pub- 
lic or benevolent enterprise in 
Springfield, but to no public enter- 
prise was he more devoted than to 
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the Lincoln Library. A history of 
the Library could not be written 
without devoting much space to re- 
counting his efforts and achieve- 
ments, and his substantial aid dur- 
ing strenuous periods in its exist- 
ence. 

Hon. Clinton L. Conkling, a grad- 
uate of Yale University, a member 
of a law firm and one of the most 
prominent citizens of Springfield 
was selected trustee and vice presi- 
dent of the Board of Lincoln Li- 
brary in 1908; but in 1916 he was 
elected President, which office he 
held at the time of his death, Octo- 
ber 12, 1920. Mr. Conkling was a 
life-long resident of Springfield and 
has been identified with all its pub- 
lic interests. He cast his first vote 
for Abraham Lincoln and it was he 
who carried the news to Mr. Lin- 
coln of his election to the presi- 
dency. His latest public work was 
that of Delegate to the Constitu- 
tional Convention in session this 
year, but his failing health has hin- 
dered his regular attendance to his 
duties. As a counselor in matters 
both legal and administrative, his 
services have been invaluable in the 
development of the Lincoln Library. 


Henry C. Riemann, for fifteen 
years Librarian of the Lincoln Li- 
brary, passed away February 25, 
1920. This Association has suffered 
the loss of a counselor and friend 
as well as his trustees and staff 
members and the City of Spring- 
field. His advice was given with 
sympathetic understanding, with 
tact and fairness; he was always 
gentle and considerate and his lead- 
ership was a powerful one. He was 
a lover of books and a lover of life. 
All who had the privilege of work- 
ing with him shall profit by his 
character and influence. 


Miss May Hawley, graduate of 
New York State Library School, 
was a member of the New York 
State Library Staff. But for nearly 
20 years, she was on the staff of 
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John Crerar Library, retiring in 


October, 1919, when she went to . 


California, hoping to develop a pro- 
ject in which she had been inter- 
ested for years. She died suddenly, 
early in the winter of 1919-20. She 
was a good student, interested in 
current affairs, active and courage- 
ous in her devotion to her princi- 
ples and was, for many years, active 
in the Illinois Library Association. 

Signed, 

Eva May Fow er, 

Ciara S. Boye. 

Miss Clara Boyle read the follow- 
ing Resolutions which had been 
adopted at the annual meeting of the 
Trustees’ Section. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

No. 1. Be it Resolved, That the 
Trustees’ Section of the Illinois Li- 
brary Association go on record as 
favoring the idea of a County Li- 
brary Law, and trust that the Asso- 
ciation will co-operate in pushing this 
matter to a satisfactory issue. 
(Unanimously adopted). 

No. 2. Be it Resolved, That the 
Chair appoint a committee of three 
members, two trustees and including 
the Secretary of the State Legislative 
Reference Bureau, Mr. E. J. Verlie, 
to act with the Legislative Committee 
of the Illinois Library Association in 
looking out for the interests of li- 
brarians in any pension legislation in 
the Illinois general assembly the com- 
ing session. (Unanimously adopted). 
(The chair appointed Mr. W. F. 
Hardy, President of the Free Public 
Library of Decatur, and Mr. L. F. 
Gumbart, trustee of the Public Li- 
brary of Macomb, and Mr. E. J. Ver- 
lie, Secretary of the State Legisla- 
tive Reference Bureau, to act with 
the Legislative Committee of the Ilh- 
nois Library Association. ) 

No. 3. Be it Resolved, That the 
Trustees and Directors of JIlinois li- 
braries in session assembled, October 
13, 1920, at Springfield, Illinois, as a 
part of the Illinois Library Associa- 
tion—record themselves as in favor of 
meeting annually as the Trustees’ 
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Section of the Illinois Library Asso- 
ciation, and as asking the Secretary 
(Mr. W. O. Hodgdon of Joliet) of 
the former Illinois Trustees’ Associa- 
tion, to turn over to the Treasurer 
of the Illinois Library Association the 
funds now in the hands said to 
amount to approximately Thirty dol- 
lars ($30.00) which funds were se- 
cured from membership dues to the 
Illinois Trustees’ Association. 

The Report of the Legislative Com- 
mittee was read by Mr. Windsor: 
To the Illinois Library Association: 

Your legislative committee offers 
for your consideration the following 
report: 

Last winter your committee ar- 
ranged for a hearing with the Con- 
stitutional Convention committee in 
which we urged that public libraries 
be recognized in the proposed new 
State Constitution as a part of our 
educational system. 


County library law. During the 
year three counties have voted on the 
establishment of a library under the 
provisions of our new County Library 
Law. Warren County won its elec- 
tion September fifteenth. On _ the 
same day Jo Daviess County defeated 
the question and in November 1919, 
Brown County lost its election by one 
vote. A number of other counties are 
considering the County Library plan, 
and have offered the following criti- 
cisms of the present law: 


First, the county library law forces 
all existing public libraries in the 
county to pay the county library tax 
and thus become a part of the county 
library system; no one city in the 
county can be exempted from the 
County Library system. 

This criticism we sympathize with 
but because of the uniform tax clause 
in our State Constitution, it is impos- 
sible for us to propose a change in 
our law which will remove the criti- 
cism. Your committee had a resolu- 
tion introduced into the Constitutional 
Convention of the State, asking to 
have this clause stricken out of the 
proposed new constitution, but up to 
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the present time that has not been fav- 
orably reported; a minority report 
recommending this far reaching 
change will probably be made from 
the Convention Committee having 
these tax matters in hand, but there 
is evidently small chance of the change 
being voted by the Convention. 

Second, Section two states that “the 
county board may if it is deemed ad- 
visable, contract in writing, with an 
existing library”. Some people think 
this should read “shall contract.” 
Others believe it is best as it is and 
we do not recommend a change. 
Warren County had two likraries, one 
at Monmouth and one at Roseville. 
The contract is being made with the 
Monmouth library, the larger and 
more centrally located. 

Third, Section seven leaves it op- 
tional with the county board to de- 
cide the amount of library tax to be 
levied, one and one-third mills being 
the maximum. 


We had always supposed that the 
law provided that the people should 
vote on the rate of tax to be levied 
until the question came up in Warren 
County, then the county attorney ad- 
vised that the amount of levy was to 
be left to the county supervisors. 


There is, however, one argument, 
in favor of the provision as it stands, 
namely, the rate can be increased at 
any time without a special election. 

These are the principal criticisms 
that have arisen to the law and 
amendments could be framed to cor- 
rect two of them. Your committee 
has, however, decided not to recom- 
mend an attempt to put through the 
legislature any amendment this win- 
ter, in the belief that public opinion 
is not yet strong enough favoring any 
particular amendment. Moreover, to 
introduce any amendment, opens up 
the entire law for amendment, or for 
repealing, by any legislator and we 
might be worse off. 

Certification of Librarians. Your 
committee authorized the chairman to 
ask the Legislative Reference Bureau 
to draft a bill providing for the cer- 
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tification of librarians. This has been 
done and the essential features of this 
bill are: 

1. That the certification applies to 
all librarians in libraries supported by 
public funds, 

2. That the certification shall be in 
the hands of the Department of Regis- 
tration and education, 

3. That there shall be four grades 
of certificates, 

4. That it take effect October 1, 
1921, 

5. That librarians holding posi- 
tions July 1, 1921 shall be given 
certificates without examinations. 

6. That the necessary amend- 
ments be made to the civil adminis- 
tration code and to the civil service 
laws for both city and state. 

This bill is long and too full of 
details and many of the provisions 
would not work well and your com- 
mittee does not recommend it. 

Pensions. Many librarians would 
welcome a pension law. There is now 
a library pension law covering cit- 
ies of over 100,000 which means 
only Chicago. The fund is created 
and maintained from amounts de- 
ducted monthly from the salaries of 
the employees and from gifts. 

This law could be amended to in- 
clude other cities than Chicago. 
The pension fund could be increased 
by an appropriation from the differ- 
ent public libraries. The only source 
for this money would be the yearly 
income of the library. There is 
scarcely a library that could afford 
to do this. The library appropria- 
tions are too small now to pay liv- 
ing wages and to meet the increase 
of other operating expenses. Even 
if some such scheme were attempted, 
sufficient money for a proper pen- 
sion fund could not be raised this 
way. 

Librarians are also included in the 
State Institutions Pension fund for 
Teachers and Employees; this law 
provides pensions for people work- 
ing in our state institutions—except 
the University of Illinois. 
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However, the committee thinks it 
best not to formulate and introduce 
into the Legislature this winter a 
library pension bill. 

commission appointed to in- 
vestigate pension laws in Illinois 
has been in existence for four years 
and has made two reports. The last 
report was published too late to be 
very helpful to the last legislature. 

This commission made a thorough 
investigation of all the pension laws 
of the state. It found that there 
were some fifteen of them and all 
save the teachers’ pension fund 
were now insolvent from three to 
four millions. “These acts have been 
built up blindly. The liabilities un- 
der them have crept up almost im- 
perceptibly, as the service given by 
the public as an employer has ex- 
panded. Through these laws the 
state and many of its municipalities 
today are in effect in the position of 
holding out dishonest promises to 
the men and women in the employ 
of the public. 

“Even when credit is given for 
the perpetual continuance of re- 
ceipts from taxation as at present, 
the deficit of the policemen’s fund 
of Chicago is $21,000,000 and that 
of the firemen’s fund $7,000,000. 

“When present employes and 
present pensioners are considered, 
the deficit on the Chicago Teachers’ 
fund is about $6,000,000 and that of 
the Municipal employes about $5,- 
000,000. 

“The statewide public school 
teachers’ fund similarly is headed 
in the direction of a large deficit. 
The police and fire funds of the 
cities outside of Chicago are too 
small to be sound financially. 

“Thus it is not only the present 
financial condition of the funds that 
should be considered but the fact 
that the fundamentals of the plan 
of financing are unsound from the 
standpoint of keeping the funds 
solvent, even if they should be put 
into a solvent condition at a parti- 
cular time.” 
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It is believed that the next Gen- 
eral Assembly will try to discover 
some workable pension system. It 
may be desirous to combine all pen- 
sions into one act. If such is the case 
librarians should be included, if pos- 
sible. At the present time it would be 
of little use to try to outline a library 
pension act without state aid and it 
would be very difficult indeed to 
pass such an act until the legisla- 
ture has decided what shall be done 
with the pension laws now on the 
statutes. 

Your commitee makes, in conclu- 
sion, the following recommenda- 
tions. 

1. That a legislative committee be 
appointed for the ensuing year, of 
five members and that that commit- 
tee be authorized to appoint sub- 
committees from among trustees or 
librarians, or other citizens, to work 
with the Committee and the Execu- 
tive Board on special questions. 

2. That the committee be asked 
to continue its consideration of cer- 
tification, to introduce a bill into 
the Legislature this winter if both 
the Committee and the Executive 
Board of the I. L. A. approve the 
provisions of the bill. 

3. That the Committee be asked 
to continue its consideration of pen- 
sions for librarians and be ready 
this winter to take advantage of any 
favorable opening in the legislature 
to include librarians in a _ general 
state wide civil pension scheme. 

4. That the Committee be asked 
to consider any library legislation 
that may be presented to it by li- 
brarians or trustees or that may be 
introduced into the Legislature by 
any interest; and if any such pro- 
posed bill meets with the approval 
of both the Legislative Committee 
and of the Executive Board, it may 
be supported formally. 

ANNA M. Price, Chairman. 
Cart B. Ropen, 

P. L. WInpsor, 

Lucy Witson ERrrett, 
Mary J. Boorn. 
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It was moved that the report be 
received and each provision be acted 
upon separately. Miss Ahern said 
she did not believe the library situ- 
ation was such that it was possible to 
pass on legislation concerning certi- 
fication. She thought it was unwise 
to enter into legislation on a subject 
which was still so much in the air, 
that the New York state had not de- 
cided what it wanted to do in the mat- 
ter and neither had several other 
states that had the matter under dis- 
cussion, and it might be wiser to be 
the last to pass on such a measure 
than the first. Mrs. Fowler objected 
to certification being placed in the 
present Department of the Registra- 
tion and education because of the var- 
ied nature of the organizations under 
that Bureau. Mr. Roden said that the 
bill as drawn up in its present form 
was obnoxious and would not be sup- 
ported, that the committees idea was 
not to introduce such a bill, but to be 
ready to handle any situation that 
should arise in the next legislature. 
Mr. Stock, a trustee urged that librar- 
ians should not lose courage to fight 
for certification as it would soon come 
to mean what the certification of 
teachers had meant and would make 
better material available at better sal- 
aries. After further discussion all the 
provisions of the legislative commit- 
tees report passed. 


Miss May Massey talked a few 
minutes about the Booklist asking the 
co-operation of all the librarians in 
the state. 


Miss Jane Hubble read a _ report 
from the Public Document Section 
of the A. L. A. which told of a ques- 
tionaire which is being sent to librar- 
ies all over the country inquiring as 
to the use made of Public Documents. 
The result of this survey will be to 
sum up some proceeding for the more 
popular use of public documents. 
Miss Woodruff of the Chicago Public 
Library is in charge of this work in 
Illinois and it was urged that all li- 
brarians answer these questionaires 
promptly. 
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Mr. Roden then moved that the As- 
sociation rise to thank the President 
for a very successful and delightful 
meeting. 

The report of the nominating com- 
mittee was then presented by Miss 
Wright. The following officers for 
the coming year were elected; Miss 
Effie A. Lansden, President, First 
Vice President, Mr. E. J. Verlie, Sec- 
ond vice President, Miss Anna Hoo- 
ver, Secretary Miss Josie B. Houch- 
ens, Treasurer Miss Katherine Ab- 
bott. 


Miss Bagley then asked Miss Lans- 
den to come to the platform and take 
over her duties. Miss Lansden asked 
the cooperation of all members for 
the coming year and then called for 
a motion to adjourn. 


Exhibits, While no special effort 
was made to make exhibits a feature 
of the meeting, there were several 
very good displays. C. V. Ritter of 
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Chicago, the New Process Bindery of 
Jacksonville had exhibits. There was 
a collection of books on Lincoln and 
the State Library Extension Commis- 
sion, displayed a number of the inter- 
esting new books and pictures in its 
library. 

Social events. The social features 
of the meeting were very delightful 
and exceedingly well planned and 
everything was done that time would 
permit for the entertainment of the 
visitors. An automobile ride through 
the beautiful parks of Springfield with 
actually enough machines for every- 
one that wanted to go. Trips to the 
State House, the Lincoln memorials, 
the Libraries, the Reception Tuesday 
evening, the Community singing with 
which each meeting was opened all 
united to make the memory of the 
Springfield meeting a very pleasant 
one. 

Josie B. Houcnens, 
Secretary. 
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Abbott, Katherine L., Libn., Gail Bor- 
den Public Library, Elgin, IIl. 
Abel, Clara L., Lincoln Library, 

Springfield, Ill. 

Ahern, Mary Eileen, Library Bureau, 
6 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
Andrews, Clement Walker, Libn., 
John Crerar Library, Chicago, IIl. 

Andrews, Gertrude, Morris, Ill. 

Andrews, Mae B., Rockford Public 
Library, Rockford, Ill. 

Archer, Mrs. Anna L., Peoria Public 
Library, Peoria, Ill. 

Aubere, Rubie, Libn., Public Library, 
Havana, Ill. 

Ayres, S. G., Library Garrett Biblical 
Institute, Evanston, Ill. 

Babcock, Helen S., 11 N. Waller Ave., 
Chicago (Libn. Austin High 
School). 

Baker, Julia A., Libn., Austin Branch, 
Chicago Public Library, Chicago, 
Ill. 

Baldwin, Rachel, Deerfield-Shields 
Twp. High School Library, High- 
land Park, II. 


Ballard, Elizabeth, Libn., Ida Public 
Library, Belvidere, III. 

Barickman, Mrs. Rena M., 
Public Library, Joliet, Ill. 

Barnard, Mrs. George H., Park Hotel, 
Oak Park, IIl. 

Barrette, Lydia M., Libn., Public Li- 
brary, Mason City, Iowa. 

Batavia Public Library, (Cassie W. 
Stephens, Libn.), Batavia, II. 
Beeson, Miss M. B., Peoria Public 

Library, Peoria, IIl. 

Bergen, Esther Lou, Springfield, II. 

Bigelow, Mary C., Public Library, 
Rockford, II. 

Bogle, Sarah C. N., 78 E. Washing- 
ton St., Chicago, II. 

Bond, Ethel, University of Illinois Li- 
brary School, Urbana, II. 

Booth, Louise, Libn., Holt Manufac- 
turing Co., 1010 Hamilton St., Pe- 
oria, Iil. 

Booth, Mary J., Libn., Normal School, 
Charleston, II. 

Bostwick, Arthur E., Libn., St. Louis 
Public Library, St. Louis, Mo. 


Libn., 
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Boyd, Anna M., Uuniversity of Illi- 
nois Library School, Urbana, Ill. 

Branche, Nelle, University of Illinois 
Library, Urbana, Ill. 

Branson, Ella R., Libn., Petersburg, 
Illinois. 

Brennan, Wintriss, Ogden, IIl. 

Brewer, Eva M., Libn., Public Li- 
brary, Mt. Sterling, Ill. 

Bridges, Althea L., Peoria Public Li- 
brary, Peoria, II. 

Brookfield Public Library, (Matilda 
E. Hall, Sec.), Brookfield, Ill. 
Broomell, Ellyn C., Camp Librarian, 

Camp Grant, Rockford, Ill. 

Bronson, Victoria, Public Library, 
Decatur, Ill. 

Brown, Gertrude L., Evanston Pub- 
lic Library, Evanston, Ill. 

Hume, Jessie, LaSalle, Illinois, Y. M. 
C. A. 

Bryan, Elizabeth, University of Illi- 
nois Library, Urbana, III. 

Burgmeier, J. M., (Binder), 1908- 
1910 W. North Ave., Chicago, IIl. 

Burlingame, Fanny M., Libn., Pub- 
lic Library, Earlville, Ill. 

Burwash, Mary G., University of Illi- 
nois Library, Urbana, III. 

Cairo Public Library, (Mrs. L. L. 
Powell, Libn.), Cairo, Til. 

Carleton, W. N. C., Newberry Li- 
brary, Chicago, Ill. 

Carpentersville Library and Library 
Assoc., Carpentersville, Ill. 

Cartwright, Emily H., Libn., Public 
Library, Oregon, II. 

Chidester, Maud, Public 
Evanston, III. 

Child, E. O., Sec. Moline Public Li- 
brary, Velie Carriage Co., Moline, 
Ill. 

Chillicothe Library, (Gladys Carroll, 
Libn.), Chillicothe, Ill. 

Cleavinger, J. S., University of IIli- 
nois Library School, Urbana, III. 
Coleman, Kathyrn G., LaSalle Public 

Library, LaSalle, Ill. 

Colman, Ruth W., Libn., Public Li- 
brary, Park Ridge, IIl. 

Corcoran, Anna E., Odell Public Li- 
brary, Morrison, Il. 

Corse, Nancy M., Evanston Publi¢ 
Library, Evanston, III. 


Library, 
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Coventry, Sarah, Libn., Public Li- 
brary, Edwardsville, Il. 

Curtis, Florence R., University of Ill. 
Library School, Urbana, IIl. 


Davenport, May, Libn., Salem Public 
Library, Salem, Ill. 

Davis, Erva J., Libn., Free Public 
Library, Shelbyville, Ill. 

Day, Mary B., Libn., National Safety 
Council, 168 N. Michigan Ave., 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Decatur Public Library, (Mrs. Alice 
G. Evans, Libn.), Decatur, Ill. 
De Witt, Louise E., Public Library, 

LaGrange, IIl. 

Dexter, Lydia A., 2920 Calumet Ave., 
Chicago, IIl. 

Dickerman, Katherine E., Rockford 
Public Library, Rockford, Ill. 

Dickey, Helene Louise, Libn., Glad- 
stone Hotel, 62nd and Kenwood 
Ave., Chicago, Ill. 

Dill, Minnie A., Public Library, De- 
catur, Ill. 

Dillman, Pauline 1., Libn., Junior Col- 
lege, Joliet Twp. High School, Jo- 
liet, Il. 

Dixon Public Library, (Mary 
Wynn, Libn.), Public 
Dixon, Ill. 

Dolbee, Harriet, Jennie D. Hayner 
Library Association, State and 4th 
Sts., Alton, II. 

Doxsey, M. Ethel, Rockford Public 
Library, Rockford, IIl. 

Durham, J. E., Libn., 
brary, Danville, Ill. 

Echols, Mrs. Mabelle M. Libn., Col- 
linsville Library, Collinsville, Il. 

Edes, Ethel F., Libn., Lyons Twp. 
High School, La Grange, Ill. 

Egermann, Mary B. Libn., Nichols 
Library, Naperville, IIl. 

Elliott, Caroline, Chicago Public Li- 
brary, Chicago, III. 

Ely, Margaret, Chicago Public Li- 
brary, Chicago, III. 

Emery, Aline E., Libn., Public Li- 
brary, Taylorville, Ill. 

Errett, Mrs. A. W. Jr., 524 S. Chest- 
nut St., Kewanee, III. 

Evans, Mrs. Alice G. Libn., Public 
Library, Decatur, II. 


y F. 
Library, 


Public Li- 
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Farquhar, Alice, Chicago Public Li- 
brary, Chicago, II. 

Feldkamp, Jennie C., Lincoln 
brary, Springfield, Ill. 

Field, Pearl I., Chicago Public Li- 
brary, Chicago, III. 

Fink, Julia M., Aurora Public Li- 
brary, Aurora, Ill. 

Fisher, Louise I., Peoria Public Li- 
brary, Peoria, III. 

Fisk, Mrs. H. C., Public Library, 
Joliet, Ill. 

Fitzhugh, Carter H., Lake Forest, 
Ill. 

Ford, Edith H., Filger Library, Mi- 
nonk, III. 

Forstall, Gertrude, John Crerar Li- 
brary, Chicago, II. 

Forward, Mary C., Libn., 
Library, Rockton, Il. 

Foster, Mrs. Clara, Libn., Carnegie 
Library, Mt. Carmel, IIl. 

Fowler, Mrs. Eva May, Illinois 
State Library, Springfield, III. 

Freeman, J. H., 235 Fox St., Aurora, 
Til. 

French, Bertram, Ill. State Normal 
University, Normal, Il. 

Gale, Ellen, Libn., Public Library, 
Rock Island, Il. 

Gehrig, Ida Lou, Libn., Delos F. Dig- 
gins Library, Harvard, II. 

Goodnow, Mildred F., Plymouth Pub- 
lic Library, Plymouh, Indiana. 

Goodrich, Mona M., Libn., Mitchell- 
Carnegie Public Library, Harris- 
burg, Ill. 

Goodridge, Vernice, Peoria Public Li- 
brary, Peoria, II. 

Gramesly, Margaret, Libn., Free Car- 
negie Library, Charleston, IIl. 

Grant, Sophia, Libn., Geneseo Public 
Library, Geneseo, III. 

Graves, Mrs. Jerome, Libn., Public 
Library, Wyoming, III. 

Graves Public Library, (Sadie E. 
Wilcox, Libn.), Mendota, Il. 

Gray, Blanche, Libn., Public Library, 
Mattoon, IIl. 

Graydon, Esther M., Peoria Public 
Library, Peoria, Ill. 

Grear, Helen Louise, Stinson Memor- 

ial Library, Anna, III. 


Li- 


Talcott 
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Green, Janet M., Lewis Institute 
Branch, 1943 W. Madison St., Chi- 
cago Public Library, Chicago, Ill. 

Halbert, Mary L., Belleville Public 
Library, Belleville, Il. 

Hammond, Sarah S., Libn., Public 
Library, Glencoe, Ill. 

Hanson, James C. M., Libn., Univer- 
sity of Chicago Library, Chicago, 
Ill. 

Harvey Public Library, (Sarah Dan- 
iels, Libn.), Harvey, II. 

Havenhill, Lillian, State 
Springfield, Ill. 

Hay, Flora, Evanston Public Library, 
Evanston, Ill. 

Henderson, Fanchon, Seward Park 
Branch, Chicago Public Library, 
Chicago, Ill. 

Hennessy, Nellie M., Joliet Public Li- 
brary, Joliet, Ill. 

Henning, Mrs. Maude E., Libn., Pub- 
lic Library, Plano, III. 

Hewes, Mary E., Libn., Public Li- 
brary, Winnetka, IIl. 

Hitt, Katherine, Libn., Winchester 
Public Library, Winchester, Ill. 
Hoadley, Clara, Public Library, 

Streator, Il. 

Hogan, Marie, Summit-Argo Public 
Library, Argo, IIl. 

Holcomb, Helen, Evanston Public Li- 
brary, Evanston, IIl. 

Hoover, Anna F., Libn., Public Li- 
brary, Galesburg, III. 

Houchens, Josie, University of Illinois 
Library, Urbana, IIl. 

Hubbell, Jane P., Libn., Public Li- 
brary, Rockford, IIl. 

Hull, Gladys V., Public Library, Au- 
rora, Ill. 

Hunt, Clara, Public Library, Decatur, 
Til. 

Hurst, Eva E., Libn., Public Library, 
Galena, IIl. 

Hutchins, Margaret, University of 
Ill. Library, Urbana, II. 

Jackson, Anne Wakely, Libn., Illinois 
School for the Deaf, Jacksonville, 
Ill. 

Jackson, Fanny, Libn., Western III. 
State Normal, Macomb, III. 

Johnson, Mildred, Libn., N. W. Univ. 

School of Commerce Library, Lake 

and Dearborn Streets, Chicago, III. 


Library, 
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Jones, E. Ruth, Douglas Township 
Library, Gilman, IIl. 

Josephson, A. G. S., John Crerar Li- 
brary, Chicago, III. 

Keane, Mary G., Public Library, East 
St. Louis, IIl. 

Kelly, Edna Irene, Ill. State Normal 
University, Normal, II. 

Kent, Lillian, Libn., Vespasian War- 
ner Public Library, Clinton, Ill. 


Kimball, Mrs. Caroline F., Withers 
Public Library, Bloomington, IIl. 
Koch, T. W., Libn., Northwestern 

Univ., Evanston, Ill. 

_ Kohler, Minne, Libn., Public Library, 
Moline, Ill. 

Kopf, Edith A., Evanston Public Li- 
brary, Evanston, Ill. 

Kosek, Anna A., Lincoln Library, 
Springfield, Ill. 

Krause, Louise B., Libn., E. M. Byl- 
lesby & Co., 218 La Salle St., Chi- 
cago, Illinois. 

Laidlaw, Elizabeth, Ill. State Normal 
Univ. Library, Normal, IIl. 

Lane, Harriet, Libn., Public Library, 
Freeport, Ill. 

Lanquist, Ada M., Humboldt Park 
Branch, Chicago Public Library, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Lansden, Effie, Public Library, Cairo, 
Ill. 

Lathrop, Ruth M., Libn., Rockford 
High School Library, Rockford, 
Ill. 

Law, Anna E., Libn., Wilmette Free 
Public Library, Wilmette, IIl. 

Legislative Reference Bureau, E. J. 
Verlie, Sec., State House, Spring- 
field, Ill. 

Levin, Emma, Logan Square Branch, 
Chicago Public Library, Chicago, 
Ill. 

Levin, Nathan R., Chicago Public Li- 
brary, (Supervisor of Deposits.) 
Lhotka, Charles, Chicago Public Li- 

brary, Chicago, Ill. 

Love, Florence D., Public Library, 
Decatur, Ill. 

Lowry, Mary E., Public 
Rockford, Ill. 

McClure, Helen O., Joliet Public Li- 
brary, Joliet, Til. 


Library, 
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McCormack, Mildred, Libn., Dominy 
Memorial Library, Fairbury, IIl. 


Mclilvaine, Margaret, Peoria Public 
Library, Peoria, Ill. 


Massee, May, 78 E. Washington St., 
Chicago, Ill. 

Mather, Rose M., Ill. Library Exten- 
sion Commission, State House, 
Springfield, Ill. 

Maywood Public Library, (Grace M. 
Rogers, Libn.), Maywood, IIl. 

Meers, Edith, Public Library, Evans- 
ton, Ill. 

Milam, Carl H., 78 E. Washington 
St., Chicago, II. 

Miles, Celia M., Libn., Public Library, 
Centralia, Ill. 

Miles, Lillian C., Public Library, Au- 
rora, IIl. 

Miller, Zana K., Libn., Library Bur- 
eau, Chicago, Ill. 

Milner, Ange V., Libn., Illinois State 
Normal University, Normal, Ill. 

Mitchell, Sarah Louise, Libn., Ryer- 
son Library, Art Institute, Chicago, 
Ill. 

Moller, Gertrude, Mt. Vernon Public 
Library, Mt. Vernon, II. 

Morris, Frank M., 24 N. 
Ave., Chicago, Ill. 

Mullen, Virginia, Belleville Public Li- 
brary, Belleville, Ill. 

Murray, Mrs. E. B., Public Library, 
DeKalb, Iil. 

Myers, Dorothy, Illinois 
brary, Springfield, Ill. 
Neil, Florence, Public Library, Gales- 

burg, Ill. 

Norman, Oscar E., Libn., Peoples’ 
Gas Light & Coke Co., Peoples’ 
Gas Bldg., Michigan Blvd., Chi- 
cago, Ill. 

Norris, Helen, Libn., Commonwealth 

. Edison Co., Room 1822, 72 W. Ad- 
ams Street, Chicago, Illinois. 

Noyes, Fanny A., Newberry Library, 
Chicago, IIl. 

Parham, Nellie E., Libn., Withers 
Public Library, Bloomington, III. 
Patton, Adah, University of Illinois 

Library, Urbana, II. 

Pendry, Eliza R., Libn., Englewood 
High School Branch, 6220 S. Stew- 
art Ave., Chicago, IIl. 


Wabash 


State Li- 
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Penn, Mrs. C. A., Libn., Knoxville 
Public Library, Knoxville, Ill. 
Pennock, Mrs. Elizabeth E., Libn., 
Free Public Library, Carthage, III. 


Perrin, Laura J. Waukegan Public 
Library, Waukegan, III. 

Peterson, Olivia, Libn., Public Li- 
brary, Galva, III. 

Phelan, John F., Chicago Public Li- 
brary, Chicago, Ill. 

Phelps, Mahala, Libn., Public Li- 
brary, Macomb, III. 

Pierce, Nellie M., Joliet Public Li- 
brary, Joliet, Ill. 

Pierson, Anna, Smith Library, Lex- 
ington, Ill. 

Pindell, Henry M., Peoria, Ill. 

Pittsford, Edith M., Libn., Ayers 
Public Library, Delevan. 

Potter, Alice E., University of Chi- 
cago Library, Chicago, Ill. 

Potter, Inez, Evanston Public Li- 
brary, Evanston, Ill. 

Powell, Mrs. L. L., Libn., Public 
Library, Cairo, Ill. 

Price, Anna May, Sec. Ill. Library 
Extension Comm., Springfield, Il. 

Prowse, S. P., Libn., Public Library, 
Peoria, Ill. 

Rainey, Helen, Public Library, Mt. 
Vernon, Ill. 

Raymond, Bertha, Evanston, Public 
Library, Evanston, II]. 

Reade, Josiah T., Libn., Public Li- 
brary, Lombard, III. 
Reed, Katherine, Libn., Lombard 
College Library, Galesburg, III. 
Resor, Mrs. Joseph E., Libn., Parlin 
Public Library, Canton, III. 

Ridlon, Margaret, Highland Park 
Public Library, Highland Park, 
Ill. 

Ringier, Margaret, Libn., Free Pub- 
lic Library, Quincy, IIl. 

Ritter, C. V., 1190 Old Colony 
3uilding, Chicago, III. 

Robertson, Josephine C., University 
of Chicago Library, Chicago, Ill. 

Robinson, Agnes M., Libn., Public 
Library, Princeton, III. 

Roden, Carl B., Libn., Chicago Public 
Library, Chicago, Ill. 
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Russell, Mrs. Nellie C., Libn., Pub- 
lic Library, Pana, IIl. 

Ryan, M. Lillian, Chicago Public 
Library, Chicago. 

St. Charles Public Library, (Mary 
M. Stewart, Libn.) St. Charles, 
Ill. 

Salmonsen, Ella, John Crerar Li- 
brary, Chicago, Ill. 

Sawyer, Ella L., Geneseo, III. 


Schellenbreger, Grace, Kewanee 
Public Library, Kewanee, III. 

Schocker, Elsie, Public Library, 
Rock Island, III. 

Seegar, Hallie J., Public Library, 
Beardstown, III. 

Shapenbeck, Margretta Peoria Pub- 
lic Library, Peoria, Ill. 

Sheffield, Pyrrha B., Chicago Public 
Library, Chicago, Ill. 

Sherman, S. P., University of Illi- 
nois, Urbana, III. 

Simmons, Cora, Libn., Public Li- 
brary, Marseilles, II. 

Simons, Minnie J., Libn., Flagg 
Township Public Library, Ro- 
chelle, Ill. 

Simpson, Frances, University of 
Illinois Library, Urbana, III. 

Skogh, Hattie, Illinois State Li- 
brary, Springfield, II. 

Smith, Anna M., Libn., Public Li- 
brary, Pekin, IIl. 

Smith, May Cleo, Libn., Ira C. Reed 
Public Library, LaFayette, III. 
Snook, Vera J., Libn., Public Li- 

brary, Ottawa, III. 

Snyder, Fanny, Libn., Public Li- 
brary, Peru, Ill. 

Southward, Mrs. W. J., Glen Ellyn, 
Free Public Library, Glen Ellyn, 
Til. 

Sparks, Marion, University of IlIli- 
nois Library, Urbana, III. 

Spofford, Walter R., Libn., Uni- 
versity Club, Chicago, III. 

Standiford, Lucile, Lincoln Library, 
Springfield, Ill. 

Stephens, Cassie W., Libn., Batavia 
Public Library, Batavia, Ill. 

Steuernagel, Bella, Libn., Public 
Library, Belleville, I11. 
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Stewart, Mrs. Jessie, Mason City 
Public Library, Mason City, Ill. 

Stilfield, Effie, Peoria Public 
brary, Peoria, Ill. 

Stoneberner, Ruth, Peoria Public 
Library, Peoria, Ill. 

Teal, William, care American Li- 
brary Assoc., 24 W. 39th St., New 
York City. 

Thornton, Nell, Libn., Public Li- 
brary, Pontiac, Ill. 

Tiplady, Katherine, Evanston Pub- 
lic Library, Evanston, III. 

Turpin, Mrs. F. L., Public Library, 
East St. Louis, Ill. 

Tweedell, Edward D. John Crerar 
Library, Chicago, Ill. 

Tyler, Alice, Director Western Re- 
serve Library School, Cleveland, 
O. 

Underwood,, Maude, Belleville Pub- 
lic Library, Belleville, Ill. 

Usher, R. J., John Crerar Library, 
Chicago, Ill. 

Utley, George B., Libn., Newberry 
Library, Chicago, III. 

Van Dort, G. Broes, 20 W. Jackson 
Blvd., Chicago, IIl. 

Van Duzer, Edith, Libn., School Dept. 
Rockford Public Library, Rock- 
ford, Illinois. 

Ver Nooy, Winifred, University of 
Chicago Library, Chicago, IIl. 


Li- 
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Walibridge, John B., Hoopeston, Iil. 

Walsh, Daisy, Libn., Metropolis Pub- 
lic Library, Metropolis, Ill. 

Warren, Irene, 6058 Stony Island 
Ave., Chicago, III. 

Washburn, Mrs. Ethel A., Libn., 
Greenville Free Public Library, 
Greenville, Ill. 

Webb, Nell, Withers Public Library, 
Blomington, Ill. 

Wells, Mrs. F. L., Adams Memorial 
Library, 111 E. Wesley St., Whea- 
ton, Ill. 

Whitcomb, Adah F., 5131 Cornell 
Ave., Chicago, Ill., (Chicago Public 
Library.) 

Williams, Lucy Parke, Withers Pub- 
lic Library, Bloomington, III. 

Williford, Carrie K., Libn., Elgin 
High School, Elgin, Il. 

Wilson, Martha, Libn., Lincoln Li- 
brary, Springfield, Illinois. 

Windsor, P. L., Libn., University of 
Illinois Library, Urbana, IIl. 

Woodruff, J. Lyon, Libn., Public Li- 
brary, East St. Louis, Il. 

Woodford, Jessie M., Chicago, Pub- 
lic Library, Chicago, IIl. 

Wright, Ida F. Libn., Evanston Pub- 
lic Library, Evanston, IIl. 

Wright, Laura L., Libn., Public Li- 
brary, Carrollton, Ill. 

Wright, Mrs. Mary L., Libn., Public 
Library, Streator, III. 





